PROSAIC PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS
Hello everyone.

As promised at the AGM last week, this is the first of what will hopefully become a regular contribution to the website.  

At the outset, I want to thank all those who attended the AGM.  For those of you who didn’t attend, you missed a treat – I shouted the bar!  No, I didn’t, but I had you going there for a minute…

It was good to see so many of you and, most particularly, so many of the newer members.  By taking an interest in the workings of CMAC, and participating in the processes, you will help to ensure that a stronger, more inclusive club develops.  I want to thank also, the members who agreed to be part of our new Committee, and to pass on a little information to any members who may be thinking of standing next year – we want you!!  

How to have an election…

As will be reflected in the AGM Minutes, at the close of the nomination period, there were exactly 10 nominations received for the 10 Committee and Executive positions which are available. Now, you may hear rumblings from time to time that this is some sort of a “fix” and that, in common with political parties of many persuasions, the power brokers in CMAC have indulged in some sort of “stacking” manoeuvre to fill the Committee with “yes-men”.  Well….

The facts are these:

· any CMAC member can nominate for any Committee position, in writing, up to a week before the AGM – that’s in our Constitution;

· most don’t;

· the existing Committee regularly approaches individual Club members, asking them to consider nominating;

· some can’t, most won’t;

· we need a strong Committee of interested, motivated members who are willing to work for the betterment of the Club and all its members, and who can think for themselves;

· we’ve got one.

Sorry to start with that item, but some ghosts just don’t seem to want to be laid to rest. 

But, how do I get my point across??...

…I hear you ask.  There is a clear and simple method by which you can contribute ideas, or express concerns, about the running of the Club.  Just take your idea or your proposal to one of the Committee members, and ask them to put it forward at the next Committee meeting.  You can do this orally, or in writing.  The issue will be included in discussions at the next meeting, I promise you.  The Committee will consider the issue, and the decision will be included in the Minutes of the meeting, which will be promulgated via the Noticeboard at the Field, and on the website.  If it involves a major change to Club operations, it will be put out for member consultation and, if no insurmountable objections are lodged within a month, it will be adopted.  That’s how it works – no fuss, no argument, and no bias.

Let me conclude the point with this: if you don’t like my driving, get off the footpath – in other words, if you would like to see a change of management, you and other like-minded members should nominate for Committee positions, get elected, and then work hard for the Club to implement your ideas, as well as manage the day-to-day running of the Club for all the membership.  Simple, really….

Now, to the real business….

The Committee held its first management meeting on Tuesday evening (the 2nd of September) primarily to discuss and decide the next steps in the Field Redevelopment process.  We have decided:

1. that we will seek quotes for the supply and erection of a replacement shed, on a spot more appropriate to the location of the new strip.  We will submit a Development Application (DA) to the ACT Government for this structure, as we are required to do by the terms of our lease; and

2. that we will seek new quotes for fencing specifically designed to facilitate the safe and effective use of our new Field layout.

This will mean that we can look forward to better accommodation in the near future, the commissioning of our new strip, and to having much safer and more usable Pits, spectator area and parking areas.

Mowin’ them down…

Elsewhere on the website you will find a ‘Wanted’ advert.  Brian Tracey, one of our most hard working and longest serving members, has decided to retire as our Field Maintenance Supremo.  Brian has maintained, stored and operated the lawn mower for many years now, but the (speed???) has just got too much for him of late!  If you are prepared to store the mower securely for us, maintain it, and most importantly – deliver it to the field at the required intervals, please let us know.  Of course, we also need someone to use the machine to mow relevant areas of the Field for us. These are vital jobs, and we must have someone as soon as possible.

New Faces, New Jobs

At the AGM, we appointed a Safety Officer, a long overdue initiative.  The Safety Officer will be responsible for many things but, in particular, for making sure that operations at the field are conducted safely. He will expect that we all remember and follow the Club’s flying rules.  Vito Maniaci kindly agreed to fill the role, despite having only joined CMAC last month – thanks Vito!!

For those of you who don’t already know him, Vito flies IMAC models and comes to us after many years as a BMAC member.  Vito performed the Safety Officer role at BMAC for a couple of years.  I ask you to make a point of introducing yourselves to him.  It goes without saying, I hope, that we all intend to comply with our flying rules - for the safety of ourselves and of others – but also to ensure that Vito doesn’t have to make you an offer you can’t refuse…. you don’t want to be Vito-ed, honest!! 

Seriously, though, Field safety is becoming ever more important as model sizes and flying speeds increase, coupled with the fact that there are more modellers getting out and flying every weekend.  Please guys, for the sake of our continued use of the field and for the safety and enjoyment of all, re-acquaint yourselves with the Flying Rules, and follow them.

Also at the AGM, you will have met Kent Jorgensen, a recruit whom we gained from Namadgi.  Kent joins us as Treasurer, and has swept through our accounts like a breath of fresh air (what are metaphors for if you can’t mix ‘em, I say…).  Kent is also (and has been for some years) the ACTAA Treasurer, a qualified Instructor and organiser extraordinaire.  This man is already streamlining the administrative operations of the Club, making life a helluva lot easier for us all, as well as upgrading our accounting practices, leading to better management.  Welcome, Kent, it’s going to be fun!

Other new arrivals on the Committee this year are Stuart Barber, Stirling Jones and Ian Leaver – try to be gentle on them, guys – they are enthusiastic and we want them to stay!

Canberra Airport Open Day – 26 October

Despite the best intentions of our own Kent J, Airport Management, the ACTAA and CASA, I have to report that, unfortunately, the flying portion of our participation in the Open Day has been vetoed (no, not Vitoed) by the Air Traffic Controllers who have refused to allow any model flying in concert with full-size traffic movements.  However…

…this means that we can throw more energy into making sure the static display is a big success!  We want a good selection of models to display and members to talk about them, to show the public what a fantastic hobby this is and what great guys we are in CMAC.  We hope to be able to offer every member who attends in an official capacity a polo shirt, with the CMAC (as well as a new sponsor’s) logo.  Contact anyone on the Committee to register your interest.

That’ll do for now – I don’t want to spoil you!  As I said at the beginning, I hope to contribute this page regularly to the website, but it cannot take the place of a good newsletter. Our Webmaster is still waiting for someone to step up and contribute something – anything relevant and interesting – for publication.  You don’t want to settle for just my input, do you?  Well, do something about it!!

Cheers,

Terry Griffiths

