PRESIDENT’S NEWS – NOVEMBER 2008

Hello again,

As Bill Lawry says, “It’s all happening!”

Before we get into the latest field redevelopment news, there are a couple of other bits of news I’d like to give you.

Firstly, it is my great pleasure to announce that Ray Botten and Brian Tracey have graciously accepted the Club’s offer of Life Membership.  This award is not given lightly; indeed, it is many years since we have appointed a “Lifer” (!), and is hard earned recognition for many years of service and devotion to CMAC by both Ray and Brian.  I have been with the Club for about 25 years, and in every one of those years, R&B (has a sorta rhythm…) have been on the Committee, organising the Scale Rally, doing the mowing, cooking the snags or just being there when we’ve needed them.  Congratulations and thank you, guys – I am very proud to know you.

Secondly, I want to thank all those members who were able to make it out to Canberra Airport to staff our stand at the recent Open Day.  We were the only ACT club fully represented and, thanks to the Jones boys’ efforts, we were all decked out in Club caps & shirts.  Great effort, all!  (PS: Cap & polo shirt, both beautifully embroidered with the CMAC logo - $20 the pair.  Purchase is not compulsory, but I wouldn’t wanna be you if you don’t buy one – see Vic Jones!).

Now, the field…

It’s been a while since my last report to you all and, as you can see when you visit the field these days, things ain’t what they used to be!  The parking and pits arrangements may look a little confused at present, but please be assured that the current layout is only temporary.  An update is in order….

The redevelopment is back on track, after the setbacks we suffered with the rejection of the initial Development Application (DA). Consistent with the instructions members  gave the Committee in the Re-development Plan, we have submitted a DA for the new shed, and we have been advised that final approval should be only a few weeks away.  A huge “thank you!” to our Treasurer, Kent Jorgensen, for all his good works in nursing the DA through every trap and bureaucratic pitfall, which scuppered our first application.  Vic Jones paid the (reduced) application fee this week, and with luck we hope to be in a position to start the site work some time in December. 

The Committee has decided that, to minimise our costs and therefore get the biggest bang for our buck, the shed itself will be erected by CMAC Inc. – builders for hire!  Rather than pay around $28,000 for one of the local firms to supply and erect a shed, we are buying a kit, having a slab laid and erecting the shed ourselves – but we will have professional assistance every step of the way.  We expect to save up to $8,000 this way, so that we will be able to afford the safety fencing we need in order to comply with MAAA MOPs (Manual of Operating Procedures).  

The MAAA MOPs determine the separation margins we must have.  You are probably all aware that the public must be kept at least 30 metres from the flight line, but you might not know that even non-flying members (ie. those in the pits) must also be 30 metres back from the actual flight line.  Our new layout will provide for this safety margin, and our new fences will ensure that we meet or exceed all MAAA requirements.

THIS IS WHY WE HAVE SET UP OUR TEMPORARY ARRANGEMENTS IN THE WAY THAT YOU SEE AT PRESENT.

Yes, it is a long way to the flight line while we are still using the old strip, but look  where the new strip is – things will immediately improve once we get the shed and the new fencing done!  In the meantime, please try to adapt to using the Club’s model restraints when starting your aircraft.  We’ll be providing more of them in the new pit layout, to ensure a better level of safety for all members.

Rather than the old, square configuration, the new pits will be longer (north-south), but less deep (east-west).  The intention is that each pilot will be able to have a spot along the eastern fence line, and will have easy access to the strip via safety fencing erected between the pits and the flight line.  The current pilot’s barrier will be replicated in an improved form at the new pilot’s mound, so we will be better protected, both when flying and when in the pits.  The threat from inadvertent taxiing through the pits from a landing or take-off gone-wrong should be virtually eliminated, so that new members won’t have to develop the nervous “look over the shoulder” twitch that us old guys have!

The current situation is not optimal, but I repeat that it is only temporary.  Once the new shed and the fencing are up, the new layout will begin to function well.  There will be the need for fine-tuning, of course, and we welcome any suggestions you  might have to get the details right.  Let’s be clear about this, though – the changes being made are improvements agreed by all members at the Special General  Meeting, convened in May last year to pass the Re-development Plan.  The Membership’s clear wish was for an improved and longer strip, which allowed better vision and safer run-off areas, and this we will have with the commissioning of the new strip, in the only possible location on our lease.

If you would like more information regarding the interim or final arrangements at the field, please ask any of us on the Committee.  This is your Club, these are your initiatives.  The Committee is working hard to implement the plan because that’s what our members told us to do.

If I don’t get a chance to write again before the holidays, I wish you and your families all the very best for Christmas and the New Year – here’s to a tremendous 2009 for CMAC!

Terry Griffiths.

