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The Author - Shayne Lysaght

Mr Shayne Lysaght is a professional Pilot who blends his career as a 747 Captain with flying advanced model aircraft at the highest level in Australian IMAC competitions. As modellers, we are indeed fortunate that Shayne’s passion for “flying machines” includes the desire to assist others who wish to extend and expand their own knowledge of these wonderful beasts. He has compiled a number of articles on diverse topics – all related to the building and flying of model aircraft, and he has agreed to allow us to publish a series of them in the CMAC Scale Aerobatic Newsletter.

The Bio - Shayne Lysaght

I was 11, standing on the outside of a circle, looking in was completely intimidating, the pulsing noise, the speed, I couldn’t cross the perimeter.
Encouraged by my father I stepped into this unfamiliar circle, he held my hand, the noise started, my Dad and I were off. He released my hand and disappeared. I was standing alone holding an 049 control line. It remains one of my fondest memories as I was injected with Aviation.

Models;
Australian National Champion - Pattern Advanced 1984
Australian National Champion - Pattern Expert 1984
F3A Team member – Asia Pacific Chamionships1984
F3A Team member – World Championships 1985
Australian National Champion – Pattern Masters 1986
2nd place Australian Nationals – Pattern Masters 1988
I took up model aircraft flying again in 2004 flying in Unlimited IMAC

Full size;
Commercial pilot license 1990
Grade 2 flying instructor 1992
Qantas Second Officer 1994
Qantas First Officer 1996 - 747 , Conversion 747-400 2001

Every now and then an IMAC maneuver or difficult portion of a sequence comes together, that’s pretty exciting.

I think I get most satisfaction in full size aviation being part of a crew finding safe paths around thunderstorms painting red on the radar, or more so a decent arrival into say London Heathrow with the radio full of chatter, “speed up”, “slow down” or “go here/there”, then straightening the nose with a timed squeeze of rudder during the flare, removing the drift caused by a showery crosswind, touching down on the right spot. That’s pretty exciting too.

Regards
Shayne Lysaght
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