CMAC Scale Aerobatics Bulletin #1: 30 August 2009

Financial advisor taken an extended holiday to Majorca?

Modellers making their entry to IMAC (International Miniature Aircraft Competition) may, and often do, fly any model that is capable of completing the set of aerobatic manoeuvres which make up the Basic routine. However, in the presence of the fabulous models flown by the more advanced pilots, there is great (personal) pressure for the newbie to move in to one of the larger, more powerful, more expensive, high performance models. In this article, Shayne Lysaght explores one of the more cost-effective ways of moving in to the big time.

H9 35% Extra 260, cost effective quality! 

If you want to get into IMAC without outlaying too many Readies, want to be competitive in Basic through to Intermediate then put the following package on your research list. I was impressed with Stirling Jones flying at a midseason competition at Maitland and then stood beside him during a trim flight. I asked for him opinions on the kit, costs, setup and qualities.

The 260 is simply a well designed model which depending on how its set up will fly both IMAC and 3D well. It is slow enough that you have the time to think about whats next, yet powerful enough to perform any 3D maneuver, and I suspect almost all the maneuvers easily up to Intermediate. Its stable and locked in right out of the box, with only 26lbs and a 2.7 Wing span a DA100 on MTW Canisters is enough to accelerate vertically from a hover. I would not claim that the 260 is the best plane out there and I'm certainly not qualified to make that call, But I will say that this is the perfect Large scale plane for any one like me that has started or looking to learn to fly IMAC competitively (even at the basic level) and also wants to look at some Freestyle in the future.
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The Specs on the H9 35% Extra 260 are:

	-ARF RRP: 
	$1050 Aus 

	-Wing Span: 
	105 in (2667mm) 

	-Overall Length: 
	98 in (2489mm) with spinner 

	-Wing Area: 
	2003 sq in (129 sq dm) 

	-Flying Weight: 
	27?30 lb (12?14 kg) 

	-Engine Size: 
	100?116cc gas 

	-Radio: 
	4-channel or more 

	-Servos: 
	8 servos (or 9 if using two rudder servos instead of 1) 

	-Trim Scheme Colors: 
	White (HANU870), Cub Yellow (HANU884), True Red (HANU866), Pearl Purple (HANU847) 

	-Spinner Size: 
	4 1/2 in 

	-Hardware Included: 
	Yes 


You could build this setup for very close to $3000 (with a DL100) and this is a very competitive setup.

The kit itself took about 2 weeks of random nights to complete as all that is required is fitting the canopy to the turtle deck installing the under cart, your gear and engine, the rest is done!! 

All pre drilled and horns installed, Hinged and gap sealed, Tank is built and installed a truly 95% Built ARF

So dont worry this one is a keeper!! I think I might do another one as a 3d Plane.

Stirling Jones
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